Building

a better town

Developer’s vision changed West Hartford Center
by Lynn Woike
Editor
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“I came up with the thought of trying
to create suburban office space in
West Hartford Center.”

Courtesy photo

–Seymour Sard
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eymour Sard, founder
of Sard Corporation,
saw a picture in a trade
magazine of a small
building on Long Island
where the developer put parking
under the structure.
“I put my family in the car one
day, drove to New London, got on
the ferry to Long Island and drove
probably 30 or 40 miles to this
building,” he said.
The pictures he took served as
inspiration for his first office building in 1967. Prior to that, he solely
built homes in West Hartford.
“Those pictures gave me the
idea because land was so precious
in West Hartford and the lots were
so small. I could maximize the use
of the land by putting parking
under the buildings,” Sard said.
“I came up with the thought of
trying to create suburban office space
in West Hartford Center. I bought
three old homes on [the corner of]
South Main Street and Ellsworth
Road. I got the zoning to put up the
building that now stands at 61 South
Main Street. As I had guessed, several
large companies, together with some
local doctors, filled up my building
before it was finished.”
From then on, he built an office
building every year for several years
in and around the Center. Most of
the tenants came from downtown
Hartford, he said. They didn’t want
to commute and liked the environment of the Center.
In 1970, 41 North Main Street
was completed; 18 North Main
Street was built in 1971. Their contemporary design – raised on stilts
to allow surface parking and extensive use of glass – made them strikingly different. They changed not
only the look, but also the makeup
of the Center.
He also built a smaller office
building at 854 Farmington Avenue.
The opening of Westfarms mall in
1974 led to a deterioration of the Center.
“The Center was failing back in
the ’70s. Everyone was going to

Westfarms mall; retailers were
moving out of the Center,” Town
Manager Ronald Van Winkle said.
Sard built another glass building at 65 LaSalle Road in 1978,
replacing the A&P Supermarket and
package store that closed. Then
came 1001 Farmington Avenue in
1985 in the vacant lot between Luna
Pizza and S.K. Lavery Appliance
Co., and the TownCentre building
and parking garage on South Main
Street in 1991. These three combined retail on the ground level
with offices above.
When it was being built, the
TownCentre building at 29 South
Main Street was the largest single
individual commercial retail and
office building in any Hartford suburb. The four-story building gave a
new look to South Main Street.
Original tenants included Top Nosh
Deli, Green Mountain Coffee
Roaster, Malibu Magic Yogurt and
Banknorth. Sard also built an 880car precast concrete parking garage
behind it.
“That used to be a First
National food store site. It had
been redeveloped by Mr. Sard into
a modern office building. Some of
the most coveted office in West
Hartford is in that building,” Van
Winkle said, calling Sard “visionary
because we had nothing like that in
West Hartford Center.”
“It was an amazing change,” the
town manager said. “You had a food
store in a big empty lot; he built a parking garage in West Hartford Center.”
Sard developed, constructed,
leased and managed each building.
Each one he built also required him
to apply for zoning changes because
office buildings were not allowed.
“He had battle after battle,” Van
Winkle said. “It took quite an effort
on his part to get the town to see
his vision for the community. Zoning
changes are something the town, 20
and 30 years ago, had real problems
with [and] didn’t want to change.
“Office workers bring shoppers.
As we built offices, we brought

Seymour Sard
in the Center
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The total square footage
of commercial buildings
Seymour Sard developed over
the years in West Hartford
Center total more than
500,000 square feet, plus an
880-car parking garage being
the Town Centre building.

1967

61 South Main Street
25,000 sq ft
offices

1970

41 North Main Street
20,000 sq ft
offices
854 Farmington Avenue
8,000 sq ft
offices

1971

18 North Main Street
20,000 sq ft
offices

1978

65 LaSalle Road
55,000 sq ft
retail and office

1985

1001 Farmington Avenue
17,000 sq ft
retail and office

1991

29 South Main Street
180,000 sq ft
retail, office, garage

This glass building on LaSalle Road helped revive the Center
in 1978 after Westfarms mall opened three miles away.

customers. … They’d step out of the
office and have lunch, get their dry
cleaning” and shop for other necessary
items. “It was part of what turned West
Hartford Center around and made a
strong retail-restaurant market.”
With elected officials reluctant
to change zoning rules, Sard had to
demonstrate how changing them
would add value to the community.
Every project was approved.
“There had always been an enormous demand for office space,” Van
Winkle said. “He was part of that
future that West Hartford became. …
He played a major role in West
Hartford for a very long time. He’s
one of only a handful of ownerdevelopers who grew and changed
our community.”
The town manager concluded,
“It was because of who he was and his
vision and his ability to communicate
those visions” that the Center changed.
“I think it changed from a sleepy,
dying suburban town,” Sard said.
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This was the first of three commercial building Seymour
Sard built on stilts in the center of town.

“[T]he building of the mall took
a lot of business away from the
stores in West Hartford Center.
Many of the stores left West Hartford
as [Westfarms] mall was being built.
So I think I kind of revitalized West
Hartford Center. People were moving
to the suburbs so that working and
living in the same town made it quite
nice for people,” he added.
Now it’s easier for everyone else,
Van Winkle said, “because Seymour
Sard laid the ground for that many
years ago.”
Sard spent his entire life
around buildings.
“I grew up with a strong feeling
about construction because my dad
and grandfather were in the
house-wrecking business,” he said,
noting “it’s just the reverse” of his
own work.
In his early 20s, he began
building houses in 1951.
“I developed quite a few streets
and many, many homes, including

the Skyview Apartments in Bishops
Corner [and Woodbury Condominiums
just west of Bishops Corner], Astronaut
Village, … Proctor Drive, Skyline
Drive, Brightview Drive and Nursery
Drive. I also built and developed
Juniper Lane off Mountain Road.”
There were other homes scattered
on lots throughout town, on streets
that include Sunset Farm, Buckingham
and Trumbull lanes, Balfour Drive,
Pheasant Chase, Quail Hollow,
Cliffmore Road and Sulgrave Road.
After the homes and the office
buildings, Sard did a lot of commercial construction for the city of
Hartford, the state of Connecticut
and the town of West Hartford.
He also built Veterans Memorial
Ice Skating Rink, Kennedy Memorial
Park on Oakwood Avenue and the
Williams Ford Inc. dealership on
50 Raymond Road where Whole
Foods is now.
His son, Jeff, is following in
his footsteps.

